Clinical pharmacology of chronic orofacial pain medications.
Pharmacologic intervention with nontraditional analgesics such as antidepressants, anticonvulsants, and ergot alkaloids, is often useful in the management of chronic pain disorders, including those in the orofacial region. The side effects of these drugs are different and often more severe than the analgesics commonly prescribed in dental practices and their prescription by those without advanced training in the area of chronic pain management is not recommended. This article will review the mechanism of action, efficacy, and toxicity of some of the more commonly prescribed chronic pain medications.